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US Research funding controversy
US Republican Congressman Lamar Smith (Texas), Chair of the Committee on Science, Space, and Technology has started a debate 
about the use of National Science Foundation funding. His view suggests not only that science funding should be used for public benefit, 
but should be used for US citizen benefit.

More info: http://www.insidehighered.com/news/2013/04/29/lawmaker-blasts-colleague-over-perceived-intrusion-social-science-funding
 http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2013/04/29/lamar-smith-science_n_3165754.html?ref=topbar
 http://www.slate.com/articles/health_and_science/science/2013/04/duck_penis_controversy_nsf_is_right_to_fund_basic_research_that_conservatives.html

Human stem cell research
Following the publication of potential ground-breaking results in human stem cell research, the debate on human cloning have been 
re-opened – namely on the use of human eggs and the destruction of human embryos. The controversial and serious nature of the 
consequences highlights the need for democratically-granted research evaluation.

More info:  http://globalnews.ca/news/566942/us-scientists-finally-get-stem-cells-from-cloned-human-embryos-possible-step-to-treatments/
 http://www.cell.com/abstract/S0092-8674(13)00571-0
 http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v498/n7453/full/498159a.html 

New publications on RRI
Owen, R., Bessant, J., Heintz, M., (Eds.), 2013.  Responsible Innovation: Managing the Responsible Emergence of Science and 
Innovation in Society, Wiley: Chicester, UK.
Bruno Turnheim and Dimitri Dimitriou (CSSC) will produce a book review.

More info:  http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/book/10.1002/9781118551424

56 ways to measure research impact
Members of the Center for the Study of Interdisciplinarity at the University of North Texas have identified 56 ways to measure research 
impact. The group was brainstorming without serious intent, but has meanwhile published their thoughts in a Nature comment. They 
argue that one should consider “negative metrics” for those who are being cited for reasons, which have nothing to do with merit.

More info: http://www.nature.com/nature/journal/v497/n7450/full/497439a.html
 http://cas-csid.cas.unt.edu/?p=4475&utm_source=rss&utm_medium=rss&utm_campaign=56-indicators-of-impacts

Kick-off meeting, March 20-22, 2013, UNESCO, Paris
Progress partners and advisors exchanged ideas about pro-poor innovation, broader impacts of science, guiding funding to address 
grand challenges, Chinese and Indian strategies to integrate innovation with societal concerns as well as questions such as what is RRI, 
what are the main ethical issues in our case studies, how can we involve industry and end users, how can we collaborate with our EU-
funded sister projects and how we disseminate our findings most effectively.

D2.1
The first ProGReSS deliverable (D2.1), prepared by Benjamin Schrempf and Doris Schroeder, was completed early May 2013. It 
discusses European and National Innovation Agendas in a selection of European countries (Ireland, Germany, United Kingdom, Spain 
and Italy). 

With 400 million people earning less than $1.25 (US.) a day, many Indian scientists and engineers are focusing their research on ways 
to improve the lives of individuals living in poverty, including designing affordable tablet computers, cheap vaccines, and the use of 
biometrics to help individuals tap into India’s welfare system. India is also pioneering new methods for getting scientists and engineers 
involved in development engineering and poverty alleviation through funding initiatives like the National Innovation Fund and programs 
supported by the Ministry of Rural Development.

More info: http://www.sciencemag.org/content/340/6136/1032

Harnessing Science and Technology to Alleviate Poverty in India
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Dissemination activities
We are happy to announce that the BETA version of the progress website, www.progressproject.eu, is now fully operational, inclusive of 
extensive ProGReSS description, relevant material, partner profiles, external links, secure members’ access, and links to social media 
activity. The project thus carries its voice in a wide array of networks and arenas: Twitter, Facebook, LinkedIn, Google+, YouTube, etc. We 
are excited about building and sustaining a vibrant community interested in Responsible Research and Innovation.
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RASAG seminar, June 19, UCLAN
On 19th June 2013, Doris introduced RRI and Progress to her colleagues in the research seminar of the School of Health. Around 35 
staff members attended, mostly from Health, but also from Social Work and gave valuable feedback. The most important message to take 
away from the seminar was that it may be difficult to find a fair process to determine what is societally desirable.

Seminar: Towards a paradigm shift in Research and Innovation Policy
René von Schomberg, CSSC, June 28, 2013, 15:30-17:30
René presented a European vision for RRI to CSSC researchers, based on a recent publication (chapter 3 of Owen et al., 2013 (Eds.)). 
The presentation was followed by a lively discussion on the scope and limitations of such a vision.

Seminar on RRI
“Devices of responsibility: shaping political spaces for research, innovation and markets”, Paris-Mines, Sept 2013
More info:  http://respinnov.wordpress.com/

Interdisciplinary conference on cooperation in innovation
“Cooperating for innovation: devices for collective exploration”, Paris, Dec 2, 2013
More info:  http://www.i-3.fr/conference-2/

New RRI project
Doris Schroeder (Uclan) and Francesca Cavallaro (TECNALIA) are involved in a successful bid on ‘RRI in Industry’ – negotiations have 
started. If it gets the green light, this project will provide opportunities for synergy.
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STI policy conference
“Evaluation of STI policies, instruments and organisations: new horizons and new challenges”, Vienna, Nov 14-15, 2013
More info:  https://conference.zsi.at/index.php/STI/ESTIPIONHNCU
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Current theme: Familiar technology pictograms?
ProGReSS creativity: Science and Technology pictures around the world. This section, drawing on input from partners, is a picture gallery 
based on a new theme for each eDigest. For this first (pilot) issue, pictures were sought by CSSC only.

… next eDigest’s picture corner theme: Re-purposing – inventing new uses for old artefacts

The next eDigest is planned for October 2013. Please send entries to bruno.turnheim@cssc.eu

Please submit entries ahead of the next issue, by September 15, 2013. Consider taking advantage of your summer break to send us 
relevant original pictures from throughout the world.
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